
 
 
 
 

TAPA announces The Drowsy Chaperone from Shifting Ground Collective  
as the 2026 Jon Kaplan Audience Choice Award recipient 

 
Toronto, ON (June 29, 2026) –  The Toronto Alliance for the Performing Arts (TAPA) today 
announced that the 2026 Jon Kaplan Audience Choice Award went to The Drowsy 
Chaperone from Shifting Ground Collective. This award, sponsored by Now Toronto, is voted 
on by the public from the year’s list of Outstanding Production nominees, or by writing in their 
own favourite show. The Drowsy Chaperone was also nominated this year for three Dora 
Awards in the Musical Theatre Division. 

Previous winners of this award include Come From Away, ‘da Kink in My Hair, The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee, and Woking Phoenix. 

Founded in the spring of 2022, Shifting Ground Collective is Toronto’s home for emerging 
musical theatre talent. Hailed as a “company to watch” Shifting Ground is known for ambitious 
projects spotlighting the future generation of the city’s musical theatre stars. 

The Dora Mavor Moore Awards, Canada’s largest and oldest awards program, celebrates the 
incredible talent within Toronto’s professional theatre, dance, and opera communities. For 
additional information, please visit tapa.ca/doras.  
 
For additional information, please visit tapa.ca/doras.  
Connect and Share: BlueSky; Instagram; Facebook: #Doras2026 
 
About the Dora Mavor Moore Awards  
The Doras are named for Dora Mavor Moore (1888-1979), a well-loved teacher and director who helped 
establish Canadian professional theatre in the 1930s and 1940s. Recognizing the outstanding 
achievements in Toronto’s performing arts industry, the Doras honour the creators of numerous theatre, 
dance and opera productions annually in the following divisions: General Theatre, Independent Theatre, 
Musical Theatre, Dance, Opera, Theatre for Young Audiences, Touring, and Innovation.  
 
The Dora Awards are administered by the Toronto Alliance for the Performing Arts (TAPA). In addition to 
the Doras, other programs and services provided by TAPA include: Arts Week at the City, hipTIX (offering 
$13 tickets to students between the ages of 14 and 29), TAPA RBC Artists Mentorship Program (TREAM), 
and the professional development TAPA Trade Series, featuring the Indie X Conference and Indie General 
Auditions. 
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For this year’s press kit please click here.  
 
For images of past Dora Awards, please click here.  
 
For Media Requests: 
 
Katie Saunoris | KSPR  
katiesaunoris@gmail.com 
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